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Health and Sciences Center Case 
Statement

In order to better serve the needs of Kansas and the nation, Manhattan Area Technical College 
seeks capital funds to construct a health and sciences center on our campus.  We estimate that 
fifteen million dollars will be needed to construct a state of the art facility to accomplish 
numerous tasks.  It will include a number of learning spaces and real time laboratory and health 
facility simulators allowing students to experience actual workings conditions in a variety of 
settings and disciplines.

For the past several years Kansas and other states have been vying for the National Bio and Agro-
Defense Facility.  In January 2009 it was announced that NBAF will be moving from Plum Island, 
NY to Manhattan, KS.  Among the many preparations to accomplish before the facility can 
become operational is to establish a qualified and renewableworkforce.  The Manhattan Area 
Technical College vowed to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to be available to 
produce laboratory technicians and other technician level workers to support scientists and 
other graduate level professionals.

In our 45 years of service to NE Kansas we have provided the highest quality education and 
training in a variety of technical fields. In the past three years the State is focusing on technical 
education and therefore Kansas is experiencing an incredible evolution supported by the 
Governor and all branches of state authority. While MATC enrollment growth is 53% in the past 
five years, we have not had the resources to add facilities and are therefore at full capacity.

With the return of thousands of military to Ft. Riley, 5 miles to the West, and the growth 
associated with NBAF and dozens of symbiotic companies that will invariably follow, the needs 
for workers within other technical fields has also increased. Northeast Kansas is facing severe 
shortages in a number of allied health workers at the one and two year certificate and degree 
levels.

According to our Board of Directors, our goal and charter is to serve the community in areas 
most needed.  For us this includes the programs presently in place, those we are developing, and 
more we have on the drawing board awaiting facilities.  For example, this August MATC began 
offering Medical Laboratory Technician and Surgical Technician in cooperation with Seward 
Community College.  We hope to make similar progress with Colby Community College for 
Veterinary Technician.  MATC has already received almost one half million dollars from various 
grants to establish additional allied health programs.

Obviously, MATC is the right institution in the right place at the right time to address the needs 
facing this region, but we must have the facilities to ensure success at the level necessary for 
entities such as NBAF.  We must begin now to be prepared for the economic resurgence and the 
need to have qualified graduates from MATC for NBAF and others when they open their doors.

With that being said, I reiterate: in order to serve Kansas and the nation to the extent required, 
Manhattan Area Technical College is seeking capital funds totaling Fifteen million dollars to 
construct a Health and Sciences Center.  We thank you for your effort and potential support and 
look forward to working together.

I personally invite you to help us make this life changing project into realty.

Dr. Rob Edleston, President/CEO
Manhattan Area Technical College
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